
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2020
Iowa State University and the Office of Admissions are pleased to invite you to participate in the 2020 
Future Cyclones of Power Conference! 

Future Cyclones of Power is a virtual conference aiming to empower underrepresented students by 
providing essential tools to challenge and succeed in your prospective academic institutions! This event will 
help you navigate the college process through advanced workshops and keynotes, focusing on subjects 
from scholarship strategies to identity representation in college coursework.

This event acts as a resource for students as well as a place to encourage discussion. Iowa State 
wants to create an open forum for students of underrepresented backgrounds—first-generation, low-
income, students of color, students with disabilities, and LGBTQIA+—to speak out about their individual 
experiences. We hope that you can come forward and inspire new learning environments in academic 
institutions. 

This conference is not solely for those considering attending Iowa State, but for anyone currently interested 
in pursuing a college education. Participants wishing to know more about Iowa State may choose to join 
one of three specialized workshops at the end of the main conference: a Cyclone Advantage Program (CAP) 
Application Workshop for high school juniors, and two Application Boot Camps for current high school 
seniors and community college transfers.

Future Cyclones of Power

GUEST SPEAKERS
 
 Anita Mendoza 
 Program Coordinator, Yakima Valley Community Foundation

 Anita Mendoza was born and raised in Yakima, Washington. She graduated from Washington State 
 University, where she received her Bachelor of Arts in Human Development with a certification in 
 Adolescence. Anita has a passion for working with students and helping them reach their fullest 
 potential. As a first-generation student herself, she believes it is her responsibility to better serve 
 her community. Anita stays active with her Latina Based Sorority, Gamma Alpha Omega Sorority 
 Inc, by holding positions at the local and national level. Anita was recently nominated and selected 
 to be a part of the “100 changemakers project” run by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, where 
 they recognize young people who are working to make a difference in their community. She stands 
 with Womxn of Color and the Black Lives Matter movement.

 Yasmine D. Smith 
 Managing Partner, Smith & Mendoza PLLC

 Yasmine Smith was born and raised in Austin, Texas. She is a founding member of Smith & Mendoza
 and strives to assist clients with Business Incorporation, Estate and Probate law, Oil and Gas contracts, 
 and Real Estate issues. Yasmine is an active member of various non-profit organizations, assisting 
 by drafting grant proposals, standing as a board member, and serving in a legal capacity. Prior to 
 working at Smith & Mendoza, Yasmine worked for the city of Austin, focusing especially on 
 employment law (with an emphasis on the ADA), technology law, municipal operations, and 
 constitutional law. At the Law Offices of Gilbert Prud’homme, Yasmine gained valuable experience 
 assisting clients with real estate issues, probate, and entity formation. In her free time, Yasmine enjoys 
 community organizing and dancing.



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
10:55 – 11:00 a.m. Welcome to Future Cyclones of Power
 
11:00 – 11:30 a.m. True Colors Activity 
 Anita Mendoza, Yakima Valley Community College Completion and Career Coordinator

 Activity seeks to promote individual differences across the diverse cultural, racial, and socioeconomic 
 situations experienced in society today. The conversation will address how participants can become 
 aware of their personalities and learn how to embrace working with others from different backgrounds.

11:30 – 11:45 a.m. True Colors Breakout Room Activity
 Participants will meet in smaller groups to discuss their responses to the True Colors Activity.

11:45 – 12:15 p.m. Scholarship Strategy and Success—PART I
 Anita Mendoza, Yakima Valley Community College Completion and Career Coordinator
 
 A presentation detailing the facts and myths of scholarship application preparation with additional 
 strategies for writing successful personal statement essays.

12:15 – 1:05 p.m. LUNCH (on your own)

1:05 – 1:35 p.m. Scholarship Strategy and Success—PART II
 Anita Mendoza, Yakima Valley Community College Completion and Career Coordinator

 A writing exercise to help students begin to consider successful methods for answering scholarship 
 application questions.

1:35 – 1:45 p.m. Scholarship Breakout Room Writing Discussion
 Participants will be redistributed into smaller groups to receive feedback on their responses to the 
 scholarship writing exercise. 
 
1:45 – 2:15 p.m. Student Panel Q&A
 This student-led panel provides insight into the current challenges seen by underrepresented groups 
 within higher education and how to face adversity on various levels.

2:15 – 2:20 p.m. BREAK 

2:20 – 2:50 p.m. Telling Your Story: Advocating for the Self and Others 
 Yasmine Smith, Smith & Mendoza PLLC Managing Partner

 This presentation addresses how to utilize your voice through storytelling methods to advocate for 
 yourself and others in higher education.                 

2:50 – 3:10 p.m. Your Voice. Your Future: Participant Open Forum 
 Yasmine Smith, Smith & Mendoza PLLC Managing Partner

 This forum opens communication to event participants and encourages them to discuss their own 
 opinions on the state of higher education today. What are some of the issues faced by individuals like 
 them? In what ways can academic institutions reconsider current practices to provide better support 
 and an inclusive environment?

3:20 p.m. Participant Workshops (Optional) 
 Students interested in learning more about Iowa State may join us for one of three optional workshops:  
 
 1. A Cyclone Advantage Program (CAP) Application Workshop for high school juniors aiming to 
 get a head start on their applications. 
 2. An Application Boot Camp for current high school seniors considering applying to Iowa State.
 3. An Application Boot Camp for current college transfers considering applying to Iowa State. 

 As a special thank you to high school seniors and college transfers for participating in the Application 
 Boot Camps, we will defer your application fee should you choose to apply to Iowa State University!


